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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

The National League of Nursing Education 
The National League of Nursing Education will hold its conven- 
tion in Kansas City, Mo., April 11-14. Members of the League should 
read carefully the important notices to be found under the League 
heading in Nursing News. 

The Editorship of the Journal 
The Journal Board of Directors held its annual meeting in New 
York City, the third week in January, and appointed as co-editors 
of the Journal, Mary M. Roberts of Ohio, and the present acting 
editor, Katharine DeWitt. Miss Roberts is completing her second 
year of study at Teachers College, New York, and will not be able to 
assume her duties until August 1st. 

We are glad, and we believe most JOURNAL readers will be, that 
the title, editor-in-chief, which Miss Palmer held for nearly twenty 
years, has been laid aside and that it is not given to another. We are 
also glad, and we believe others will be, that the new co-editor of the 
JOURNAL is not a widely known woman, in a national sense. She is 
well known and warmly appreciated in her own state, but her point 
of view will not be that of a person who has been long in the lime- 
light, but that of the majority of our able women, — persons who are 
doing the finest work in a quiet way. 

Miss Roberts' experience has been varied and interesting. She 
graduated in 1899 from the Jewish Hospital, Cincinnati, and then 
became clinic nurse in the Erlanger Hospital, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
going thence to Savannah, Georgia, where she established the training 
school of the Savannah Hospital, becoming its first superintendent. 
She then did private duty nursing in Chicago for four years, and for 
a few months was acting supervisor of the Maternity Department of 
the Evanston Hospital. Later, she became superintendent of the 
Dr. C. R. Holmes Hospital of Cincinnati, a position she held for some 
years. Early in the war, she was made director of the Bureau of 
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Nursing of the Lake Division of the American Red Cross, serving in 
that capacity until she was asked to become director of the unit of the 
Army School of Nursing at Camp Sherman. Since then, she has been 
a student at Teachers College. 

In association work she has been president of the Ohio State 
Association and was a member of the Ohio Committee of Nurse Exam- 
iners. Both these offices brought her closely in touch with the work 
of state registration, first in securing the law, and then in its adminis- 
tration. Those nurses who attended the convention of the American 
Nurses' Association in Cleveland, in 1898, will remember Miss Rob- 
erts as a tireless and efficient programme monitor. 

It will be seen from this outline that Miss Roberts has had the 
opportunity to share in many varieties of nursing work. She has 
even touched the borders of public health nursing by being a member 
of a visiting nurse association board. During her course at Teachers 
College, and without any thought of taking up magazine work, she 
has been studying journalism and English, all of which will be a 
benefit to the Journal. 

Miss Roberts has a kindly, friendly spirit, — a personal, human 
interest in the people with whom she comes in contact, and that is the 
spirit which our Journal readers have felt in their intercourse with 
Miss Palmer, when they have met her personally, or by correspond- 
ence. It is the spirit which we all wish to have continued, — for a 
magazine, like a human being, must have a heart if it is to be of ser- 
vice to the many who turn to it for help in their various problems. We 
know our readers will join us in welcoming Miss Roberts most heartily 
to her new position. 

Other Journal Changes 

Several changes in departments are being made at this time. 
Laura R. Logan of Cincinnati will succeed Miss Stewart as editor of 
the Department of Nursing Education, while the Department of Public 
Health Nursing will be conducted by the National Organization. The 
departments of Notes from the Medical Press and Book Reviews will 
be discontinued in their present form, though the Book Reviews will 
be carried through the present volume. It is becoming more and 
more difficult to make space for departments which must be set within 
certain limits, and by the new arrangement, any available space may 
be used for book reviews or for medical notes. 

It is always a regret to part with editors who have served inter- 
estedly and faithfully. Miss Foley has constantly given her small 
salary as department editor to the Relief Fund and Miss Stewart 
insisted that hers should be suspended while the Journal was having 
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hard rowing. Both have been prompt and resourceful. Miss Cameron 
has cooperated with us in every possible way, always willing to have 
her department left out, if the space were needed. Miss Scovil is the 
hardest to give up, for she has been longest with us, having been a, 
contributor to the first issue of the JOURNAL and a member of our staff 
ever since. For many years she did her work with no compensation, 
as did all the earlier department editors, and she was as dependable 
as the sun. We believe the only time her material ever failed to reach 
us ahead of the scheduled date was when it was drowned en route, 
having fallen over a bridge from the hands of a messenger. 

She will continue always a close friend of the Journal and will 
occasionally contribute to its pages. Many who love to read her con- 
tributions may still follow her in the pages of the Canadian Nurse, 
where she conducts two departments. 

The Journal Board 

The directors of the American Nurses' Association, representing 
the stockholders of the American Journal of Nursing, met on Jan- 
uary 20, and elected the following to serve as directors: S. Lillian 
Clayton, Pennsylvania; Susan C. Francis, Pennsylvania; Elsie M. 
Lawler, Maryland; Mary M. Riddle, Massachusetts; Mrs. J. E. Roth, 
Pennsylvania ; Sarah E. Sly, Michigan ; Jane Van De Vrede, Georgia. 

Immediately after the stockholders' meeting, the new Journal 
Board met and elected Miss Clayton, president, as Miss Sly, after a 
very hard year of valued service, declined reelection. Miss Lawler 
and Miss Riddle were reelected secretary and treasurer. 

Directors' Meetings 

The boards of directors of the American Nurses' Association and 
the National League of Nursing Education held meetings in New York 
in January, also, as well as the joint boards and various national com- 
mittees. The board of directors of the American Nurses' Association 
was fully represented except for Miss Foley, whose other engage- 
ments conflicted, and for Mrs. Twiss, who was for the second time 
this season passing through a period of great anxiety, ending in be- 
reavement. 

The principal matters transacted at these meetings are reported 
under Nursing News. 

It is a disappointment to many that the fund for the appointment 
of an interstate secretary is not sufficiently large to assure having 
one at this time. Contributors to the interstate fund are asked to 
hold their donations until plans for the work may be matured. 
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Scholarships 

The Isabel Hampton Robb Memorial Fund Committee, at its Jan- 
uary meeting, decided to offer six scholarships of $250 each, for the 
school year, 1921-1922. These scholarships will be given to appli- 
cants who are preparing for teaching or administrative work in hos- 
pitals or training schools, as the demand for women so prepared is 
very great. 

There are already a number of applicants for these scholarships, 
and by June 1st when the lists are closed, there will be many more, 
so that the award becomes a competition and a survival of the fittest. 

After all the applications are in, papers giving a full description 
of each applicant's qualifications are sent to the various members of 
the Executive Committee. Each member weighs the evidence care- 
fully, and then arranges the list of names in the order in which, ac- 
cording to her judgment, they should be considered. The lists are 
then compared, and the six names standing highest on all the lists 
are the six chosen to receive scholarships. The names immediately 
after the first six are considered as alternates. The awards are, there- 
fore, as fair as human judgment can make them. 

Presentation of Purse to Mrs. Helen Hoy Greeley 
Practically every nurse in the country in any way interested in 
or familiar with the tremendous amount of work that was involved 
in the passage of the Jones-Raker Bill that gave relative rank to 
Army nurses, has at some time felt a desire to express to the National 
Committee, and its able counsel, Mrs. Helen Hoy Greeley, her appre- 
ciation for standing so loyally behind this measure during the long 
months that the battle was on. 

Such thought waves usually find expression through a small group 
or single individual. Such was the origin of this plan to convey to 
Mrs. Greeley some suitable expression from the nurses of the country, 
by Miss Nutting, Miss Maxwell, Miss Noyes and others of the Na- 
tional Committee for Rank. 

The word was passed along to State Associations which re- 
sponded enthusiastically, and plans were made to present a purse to 
Mrs. Greeley during the meeting of the joint boards of directors. 
It was discovered, however, when these plans were matured, that 
Mrs. Greeley was leaving for an extended western trip, just prior to 
the dates for the January meetings, and before Miss Noyes could 
land, so it became necessary to change the plans. At a luncheon given 
at the Cosmopolitan Club, New York City, on Saturday, January 
fifteenth, in the presence of nine members of the three national organ- 
izations chosen to represent them, a purse was presented to Mrs. 
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Greeley, with characteristic remarks by M. Adelaide Nutting. Miss 
Nutting expressed very feelingly the appreciation of the nurses of 
the country to Mrs. Greeley for her faithful and loyal fight for their 
interests and achievements. The occasion was a complete surprise 
to Mrs. Greeley, but she responded in a way that showed both her joy 
and appreciation. 

A Twice-told Tale 
The American Red Cross asks us to say here, again, what has 
been said in many other ways, many times, that nurses who have 
been in government service and who fall ill, should find out at once, 
from proper authority, whether they are entitled to help. The trouble 
is that they go on at their own expense and finally, at the eleventh 
hour, turn to the aid they might have had from the beginning. We 
quote exactly from Florence M. Johnson of the Atlantic Division : 

We are continually finding or hearing of nurses who are in need of medical 
care, or compensation, or vocational training, to all of which they are entitled by 
their service in the government. Many of them spend their money in employing 
private physicians for operations and even for hospital care and other forms of 
treatment, and then, when all else fails, they realize that perhaps they are eligible 
for something under the Public Health Service. It is so much easier to have them 
apply first, instead of having to try and help them to collect back bills. 

All ex-service nurses are entitled to the same benefits that come to the men. 
In order to help the nurses, the Public Health Service has appointed four consultant 
nurses in different parts of the country to work with the various public health 
districts. Nurses living in the states from Maine to Virginia belong to the Atlan- 
tic Division; those in the states from Alabama, North Carolina, and Tennessee, 
through to Wisconsin, belong to the Southern Division, of which Jane Van de 
Vrede of 294 Ivy Street, Atlanta, Georgia, is in charge; nurses living in the middle 
western states from Arkansas to Texas belong to Ethel Pinder, of the Frisco 
Building, in St. Louis, Missouri, and the nurses living in the Pacific States, in- 
cluding Arizona, Idaho, etc., should apply to Lillian White, of the American Red 
Cross, in San Francisco. 

The nurses can always obtain information by writing to any one of these 
consultant nurses. If, however, there is a Red Cross Chapter or Branch or any 
other Red Cross official near where the nurse lives, she can learn through them 
what is the name of the doctor belonging to the public health service nearest to 
her own home. 

Hospital Library and Service Bureau 
At its recent meeting in Montreal, Dr. Billings, president of the 
American Conference on Hospital Service, announced the establish- 
ment of its Hospital Library and Service Bureau at 22 East Ontario 
Street, Chicago. Printed announcements of this Bureau have now 
been distributed which show the types of material which will be 
collected and which will be available for reference, gratuitously, for 
all who are interested in the improvement of hospitals and of their 
service to patients. 
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Information will be grouped under the following headings: I., 
The Hospital Field ; II., Construction of Hospitals ; III., Operation of 
Hospitals ; IV., Training of Hospital Personnel ; V., Organized Activi- 
ties Bearing on the Hospital Field ; VI., Associated Information ; VII., 
Hospital Literature. 

Comments and suggestions are requested as to the best use of 
this Bureau. Our national nursing organizations belong to the Amer- 
ican Conference on Hospital Service and it is most desirable that the 
nurses' point of view shall be considered in its activities, and also 
that nurses shall gain the point of view of others interested in the 
same objects which absorb us so completely. Inquiries should be 
addressed to the Director of the Bureau, Donelda R. Hamlin. 

Suggestions from Journal Readers 

A JOURNAL reader asks us whether we cannot have a department 
devoted to wit and humor ; she thinks it would enliven the magazine. 
We think it would, too, and we should be glad to accede to this re- 
quest if it were possible to spare the room for it. As it is, we will 
go half way. There are sometimes small spaces left, at the ends of 
articles or departments, where a paragraph can be inserted. If our 
readers will send us amusing items which have not been published 
elsewhere, we shall be glad to tuck them in as "fillers," when we have 
such space to give. We will also pay for such items as we use, pro- 
vided the nurse sending it vouches that it is original material, never 
before published, and if she sends us her full name and address. 

Another reader wishes we might publish data on various kinds 
of vacations which nurses have taken or might take, descriptions of 
shacks or of favorite haunts. We believe such descriptions might be 
published in the Letter Department with great advantage to those who 
have vacations ahead, but who do not know how best to use the blessed 
weeks which should give them the needed balance for the rest of the 
year. Such letters should be sent in soon, if they are to be of value 
to those who must make plans well ahead of the summer months. 

A Missouri nurse wishes that the Journal might be found in 
every public library and reading room, especially for the purpose of 
making the general public more familiar with nursing aims and 
ideals. Would it not be an effective part of the recruiting and educa- 
tional propaganda of each district association to place the JOURNAL 
before the public in this way? 

Publications op Interest to Nurses 

The Hospital Social Service Quarterly, after two years of publi- 
cation has become a monthly magazine to be known as Hospital Social 
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Service. The first issue of the monthly magazine contains the survey 
of hospital social work in the United States which was made by the 
American Hospital Association last year ; an account of social work in 
hospitals of Toronto by Robert Mills of the Toronto Health Depart- 
ment ; an article by 0. M. Lewis and two collaborators of the Division 
of Venereal Diseases of the Massachusetts General Hospital; a dis- 
cussion of methods of Parental Authority, by J. L. Beard. Besides 
news notes and abstracts of articles of interest to the medical social 
worker, there are departments devoted to the American Association 
of Hospital Social Workers, and to Cardiac, Nutritional and Handicap 
Work. 

We are in receipt of a monograph entitled The Effect of Certain 
Agents on the Development of Some Moulds, written by K. G. Bitting, 
M.S., who has spent years of research work on foods, — the special 
inquiry in this publication being as to the effect of condiments and 
other spices in preserving foods. 

The monograph contains text matter, tables, and many illustra- 
tions of microscopic slides. It will be of value to those making a 
special study of dietetics and nutrition. 

Death of Florence Swift Weight 

It is always one of the greatest mysteries of life, when a man or 
woman in the prime of life, useful, energetic, a power for good, is 
taken by death, while many who live for themselves, alone, are left. 

Florence Swift Wright is well known as an industrial nurse and 
as author of a recent book, Industrial Nursing. Her work as an 
industrial nurse had been notable and she had also been a supervisor 
of midwives, in New Jersey, and had been greatly interested in their 
problems. She had recently gone to New Haven as assistant to Miss 
Hills of the Visiting Nurse Association, to broaden her knowledge of 
public health work. 

Last spring she was busy gathering names and addresses of 
industrial nurses and notifying them of the special sessions to be 
held at the convention in Atlanta. It was doubtless due to her efforts 
that the Section on Industrial Nursing was formed at that time. She 
was not able to be present, but she was elected president of the section. 

Although she had not been well for the past four years, Miss 
Wright accomplished more than does the average nurse who is in 
full health. She was taken ill on a train, while traveling from Pitts- 
burgh to New York, and died in New York City. All who value 
unselfish, untiring work, will sympathize with Miss Wright's friends 
and will feel, themselves, a sense of loss. 



